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Grreat things are happening at TOP North.  The school’s success in
the 21st and Grove area saw enrollment rise to a high of 110 students in its
first vear. September 2008 enrollment set a new record of 121 children
With the addidon of four new classrooms. the school will be licensed Lo
serve an additional 58 children. Since opening in August 2006, the school
has operated with seven classrooms, most of which are licensed for three to
six vear olds. The expansion project adds four classtooms to accommodate
the increased demand for services for children ages one to four vears.
Brain synapse development [or wvision, hearng, language and higher
cognitive [unction peaks at 15-25 months of age making voung children
very snsceptible to optimum brain wiring. Like its sister school, TOP
South, the new classrooms will provide the opportunity to work with
younger children over the course of several vears and have a more
significant influence on their social and academic fulure. In addidon to
providing a quality pre-school experience Lo 4 larger number of children in
the North-Central Wichita community, the increased capacity allows TOP
tamilies placement for vounger tamily members, addressing parents’
challenges to find high-quality care for younger siblings and transportation
issues.

Center director, Jeannene Schweilzer, comes lo TOP with a degree
in early elementary education, a masters degree in science management,
ECSE certification and more than 30 years teaching expericnce. Jeannene's
algo been active in nuwmerous professional organizations and commumnity

boards throughoul her career.

ENROLLMENT all time high

TOP North 121 students TOP South 179 students

Check It Out!

library & literacy

Meel Papa George and Liltle George, library puppels who
greel TOP's enthusiastic studenls each (ime they wisit their
enchanted forest to remind them of library miles and approprate
behavior. The children now enjov weekly wvisits to check out
books and take part in literacy activities orgamized by a dedicated
group of volunteers, most retired USD 260 teachers, lead by
retired libranan Judy Greteman, The younger cluldren explore
books and enjoy a puppet show or storytime dunng their visits.
The mmlti-sensory library gives students the opportunity to
enhance language and literacy skills crucial to school readiness
and academic success. Research shows that children’s braing
develop best when given the opporlunily 1o imagine and explore,
with 80 percent of that development occumring before the age of
81

Currently, the library has more than 2700 children's
books and DVDs. Plans include adding resources for parents. In
the most recent momnthly
meefing parents were
introduced to Greteman and
proper  library  procedure
including reading books

with their children and
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goals & action plans 08-09

TOP administrators collaborated to determine a course of action
for the upcoming vear at the annual planning meeting in July.
Major goals include to; conlinue Lo attract and retain the very best
quality lead and assistant teachers: review and continue to
improve the curriculum so the children achieve the very highest
outcomes; manage wait lists so that every child possible can be
enrolled; create ways to strengthen the bond between parents and
schools to further involve parents in their child’'s education and
support the goals of the school in their home environment, Action

plans were completed and progress is already being made!

Getting Results

assessment outcomes

TOP ourly |aarning cenbers 2008 Spring P3 & P4 assessment results show significant proficiency gains in key

|cnice smi th mdicators for TOP North three & four-yvear-olds.

executive director

91 6.745.4501 Indicator % Proficient % Gain
Demonstrates self-condfidence 34 32

TOP south TOP north Shows some self-direction 73 34

leAnn kruckenburg  jecinnene schweitzer Shows appreciation for books 81

director director 2
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